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Ecclel. 7. V. 14. 


——\ the day of Atverſity Conſader. 


| O be indifferent to all Events and uncon-- 
cerned at the Succeſſes or Misfortunes of 
Human Aﬀairs, would be no Vertue, 
were it practicable. Such an uniform Stiffneſs. 
could be reſolved into nothing better then Stupidi- 
ty, or Stoical Pride, If the Good or Evil relates. 
only to our ſelves, to ſtrive to be unaffeted with 
it, looks as if we thought our Beings not well 
made, and had a mind to check the Motions, and: 
alter the Springs of Nature z. and not to feel pain. 
or ſatisfaction when God intended we ſhould. 
If what happens concerns our Neighbour, 
| A. 2 and: 
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and has any conſiderable weight upon his For- 
tune, to let fuch an occurrence paſs us without 
Notice, and Impreſſion , looks as tho we were 
willing to renounce our Relation to Humen 
kind; and imagined our ſelves diſincorporat ad 
from Society. And as we are not to be unaffes 
&ed with the circumſtances of Life, ſo are we 
ro accommodate our Paſſions and Behaviour to 
the Nature of them. A Man ſhould in ſome 
Meaſure ſuit his Air and' Temper to the Occaſi- - 
ons of Joy or 'Sorrow'; and. be reſerved or en- 
tertaining as the complexion of Afﬀairs requires. 
For to give unleaſonable Signs of Pleaſure, or 
Difſatisfa&tion ; and to Croſs upon the Reaſon 
of Things, 'is neither Chriftian nor Human; but 
tranſgreſſes both the Laws of Decency and Re- 
ligion. Such a ſingularity argues a fallen Oppo- 
ſition to Providence; a diſregard of the Concerns 
and a-contempt of the common Sentiments and 
Cuſtoms of Mankind. When God is pleaſed to 
give us our Expectations, and to bleſs our En- 
deavours with Succeſs, then we are allowed with- 
in a Rule to unbend our cares, to reliſh the 
Pleaſure ; and ſhew our ſelves ſenſible of the 
Advantage. But when he recalls his Favours, 
and bis Judgments are m the Earth ; then we ought 
ro '*pay a proper Regard to his Diſcipline; to 

be 
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be ſerious and 'recolleRted, and to put'onr Minds 
into a poſture of Thought and Humiliation. In 
the Day of Proſperity Rejoyce 3 but in the Day of Ad- 
everfity Conſider. 

The Kinds and Degrees of Adverſity are vas 
rious, and take in all thoſe caſes in which Human 
Nature is Defenceleſs and capable of Suffering. 

As to the Perſons it affects, the Notion may 
be either ſtraitned or enlarged into the Diviſions 
of Private and Public ; I ſhall infift chiefly upon 
che latter, in which the former is often compre- 
hended. + 

The Queſtion is, how a Man ought to manage 
his Conduct, when his Country lies under a Ca- 
lamity ; and Himlelf particularly ſuffers for Ad» 
hering co the Public Rights and Intereſts. In or- 
der to the ſatisfying this Enquiry : I ſhall exa- 
min what ſort of Thoughts and Behaviour, the 
word Conſider may import in the preſent Rela+ 
tion. 

Now to Conſider in ſuch circumſtances may im- 
ply theſe three Things. 

1. A Refleion upon a Mans paſt Atctions, 
whether he has not been ia ſome Meaſure inftru- 
mental in bringing the Misfortune -upon himſelf, 
and:his Country. | 
2» To 
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2. To Confid'r may imply an Examination of 


the preſent State of our Minds, whether we ſuf- 
fer upon right 'Principles or not. 


3- Whether our Behaviour is ſuitable . to the 


Occaſion. 


1. To Conſider, may imply a RefteQion upon & 
Mans palt A&tions, whether he has not beett in ſome. 


Meaſure inſtrumental in bringing the Misfortane 
upon Himſelf and Country. A Man ought to 
make a careful RetroſpeCtion upon Himlelf, whe- 
ther-He reſiſted -the beginnings of Evil, and ſtood 
- upon his Guard againſt the firſt Approaches of 
Faction ; and endeavoured to. Strangle the Fatal. 
Monſter in: its Birth. Whether Intereſt or Fear, 
Popularity or Diſaffeftion, Ambition or Revenge, 
did not Prepoſleſs his Judgment, and Govern his 
Inclinations, and carry him into unjyſtifable Pra- 
Eices or Omiſſions. Whether he kept his proper 
Diſtance fromthe Infe&tion, oppoſed the Torrent, 
and made a.noble ſtand in D:fence of Juſtice and 
T ruth. 

Have we ſupported our Figure, and anſwered 
the expectations of our Poſt > Have we maintained 
the Breach, diſplayed the Colours, and held up 
the-Cauſe alofr?- Have we engaged our Authority, 
and acted to the ſtretch of our Intereſt, directed 
ethers with our Counſe), and fortified them with 
QUr 
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our Courage ? On' the other fide, have we -not 
ſunk into a paſſive Caution, and retreated to 
Schemes of ſecurity ? Have we not choſen rather 
ro be little in our Actions than in our Fortune, 
and preferred our Eaſe to our Honour ? The 
Caſe is of the laſt Importance, and therefore a 
Man ſhould preſs the Inquiry, and fee whether he 
has not over-rated the Conveniences of Life ; 
dreaded Poverty too much, and truſted Providence 
too little. Whethcr he has not liked a Principle 
that would Live, better then one which would 
Reaſon; and been apt to believe Things true'or 
falle, according as they concluded hard or kindly 
upon Him. I am well aſſured, ſuch Queſtions as 
theſe ought to be put with the greateſt Impartiali» 
ty 3 and if our Conſcience can anſwer them fairly, 
we have nothing to do but to thank God, and 
proceed. Bur it the Account proves otherwiſe, we 
ought to repent for whart is paſt, and guard againſt 
the Future. | | 
2. To Confider, may import-an: Examination of 
the preſent State of our Minds, whether we ſuffer 
upon right Principles or not. L | 
Now the only warrantable and governing Prin- 
ciple muſt be founded upon Conſcience: The 
leading Reaſon muſt be Religious ; becaule Juftice 
and the Laws require it, becauſe :we ' believe the 
1 Divine 
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Divine Favour ſuſpended upon this Condition, 
and that our everlaſting All depends upon ir. In- 
deed if God had not lo plainly declared the Per- 
ſons of Princes ſacred and inviolable, and made 
the reſiſting their. Authority Penal in the higheſt 
degree ; we might.in great Meaſure have interr'd 
his Commands from the Reaſon of Things : And 
that He expected we ſhould continue firm to our 
Engagements, tho. under the greateſt' diſcourages 
ments. For without Steadinels in this Point, So- 
cieties muſt break up; and the Foundations of” the 
Earth be put out of Courſe. Let bur the contrary 
Principle once looſe, and: we ſhall preſently ſee 
all. Order confounded, and Peace Baniſhed, -and } 
Right reſolved into Force-; and the World almoſt 
uncreated by:the Ambition, Folly and Violence of 
Men. To ſuffer therefore in Defence: of Authori- 
ty and Government, is both a neceſlary and a no- 
ble inſtance of Fortitude ; - (o- thac *tis no wonder 
Religion ſhould expcct it from us. Indeed 'un- 
teſsit was ſtrengthen'd with the Rewards and Pus 
niſþhments of the other World, it would never have 
Force and Firmneſs enough-toReſiſt and Perſevere:: 
Butt thefe Regards when well believ'd, muſt make. 
the Principle impregnable- Nothing: can engage. 
eur;Conſtancy like ſuch conſiderations : For. Hea- 
ven and Hell can.-have na-Counterpoife or Equi- 
_ == —_..... - 
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ſecular Intereſt, is a Sign o 
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Having mention'd the true Reaſon for chuſing 
the ſuffering Side ; I ſhall now proceed to ſome of 


thoſe Motives which are defective and dangerous. 


1, To ſubmit to a preſent Inconvenience upon 
a Proſpect of Advantage, isa falſe Ground, To 
be governed by Private Regards, and curn upon 

F a narrow and unge- 
nerous Mind. Such Perſons who engage only to 
ſerve a Turn, muſt have cold Notions of Juſtice ; 
and very {lender affetions for the Public. Good. 
"Tis true, ſuch a provident Projector may oblige 
a Caule, and do Service to his Country, and make 
a creditable Figure 3 but then it muſt be (aid, the 
Good which he does, has neither Principle nor 
Merit. For how glorious ſoever his pretences may 
be, his Buſineſs is co ſerve Himſelf. And tho he 
may deceive others, yet if he has any Inclination 
to look within, he will ſoon diſcover how much 
the World, and poſlibly Himſelf in ſome Meaſure, 
has been miſtaken in his Chara&ter. A ſhort per- 
uſal of his Thoughts will inform him, thar Inte- 
reſt has the Aſcendent overall his Deſigns : That 
he pretends to Religion no longer then it affords a 
Proſpect of Gain ; and is Loyal only to his own 
Sovereign ſelf. 1 confeſs he who expoſes himſelf 
to hazards, and makes a profeſſion of Conſtancy, 
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ought not to be hardly interpreted, and cenſured, 
as1f he acted out of ignoble Ends; becauſe this is 
oftentimes condemning without Evidence. Bur 
tho' a Man ought not to be charged with ſuch 
Impurations by others; yet without queſtion it 
concerns him to examine himſelf, whether his 
Actions proceed from a defen{tble Cauſe ; whe- 


ther Duty and Religion have a juſt preference 


allowed them. | 

In the mean time, tis not denyed, but that 
we may lawfully have a Regard to private Ad- 
vantage ; provided it be ſnbordinate, and duly 
proportioned. But then we ſhould take care not 
to over-rate our {elves; we ſhould not be ſo un- 
reaſonably partial, as to think our own intereſt 
ought to overballance that of States and King- 
doms: We ſhould not preſume our {<lves in- 
dependent of Law; and above the Regulations 
of Religion: As if the Names of Virtue, and 
Conſcience were invented only to diſguiſe our 
Ambition ; and to be regarded no farther then 
they ſerved our purpoſe. 

Beſides this Motive of Intereſt is not only 
irreligious, but wavering and inconſtant. He that 
ſerves a good Cauſe, out of a mercenary View z, 
will engage in an ill one, when he believes ir 
in the ſame thriving Condition, Hz 'who is thus 


afteted, 
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affeted, will-be ſure ro obſerve which way the 
weight of Aﬀairs enclines, to criticize upon. the 
Health, and Complexion, of his Party ; and give 
it over when he finds it lauguiſhing, and iconſump- | 
tive. If we are governed by ſuch mean Con- 
{iderations, we ſhall be apt to Tack upon every 
Accident of Moment; and deſert the Relations 
of Duty and Freindſhip, when they ſtand 'in 
moſt need of being ſupported. 

2. To abet a ſuffering Cauſe, upon the ſcore of 
Aﬀection, and perſonal Regard, is another ſhort 
and inſufficient Motive. I confels to be ſtrongly 
affefted with the Misfortunes of our Freinds or 
Superiors, becauſe we have been obliged by their 
Temper, or enriched by their Bounty, is not only 
lawful but commendable. To ftand: by thoſe who 
can neither reward , nor protect, who are hated 


| by the Many, and oppreſſed by the Mighty, is 


a ſign of agenerous and diſintereſted Spirit. - To 
attend an abandon'd [ntereft upon Principles of 
eſteem when-'tis neither allow'd to aſliſt,or ſcarcely 
to wiſh well to it; when Sympathy is marked, 
and: meer good Nature made Criminal. 

To embark with the unfortunate, and conti- 
nue our Regards under ſuch Diſadvantages: Theſe 
are handſom proofs of Humanity, and Gratitude, 


and proceed from a Nobleneſs of Temper. This 
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ſhowes, that a Man. ſcorns to make his affeQi- 
on mercenary, to turn upon the inconſtancy of 
Fortune, and to court none but the happy and ſuc- 
cesful. Burt then thoſe who lay the main ſtreſs up- 
on Freindſhip , and Inclination , carry the Matter 
roo far the other way. To follow a mans Fortune , 
and ſecond his Pretenſton meerly becaule we like 
Him,is no better then plain Partiality. *Tis in ef- 
fe&, to declare that we I[dolize our own Humour, 
& are governed more by Obſtinacy thenReaſon. We 
muſt have very good Luck, if ſuch a blind Offici- 
ouſneſs does not ſometimes entangle us in dange- 
rous Engagements; make us firm to Conſfpira- 
Cys, and true to Falſhood , and give us a ſhare 
in the Practice of Violence, and Puniſhment of 
Treafon. * Tis granted, when the Juſtice of the 
Cauſe is ſecured, and we are convinced our Freinds 
are in the right, then our aftetions may feaſonably 
exert themſelves, Then we may be allowed to 
reafon,ourfetves intoSympathy andConcern. ToRe- 
gard and Love, and Condole as much as we pleaſe. 
Then *twill be both decent and proper,to raiſe our 
Efteem and quicken our Gratitude, from all the 
Motives of Station, Merit, and Misfortune, Theſe 
are good Expedients. to fortify our Reaſon, and 
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awaken our Generoſity, and make our Freindſhip 
Maſculine and Significant. 

. To make the vulgar Notion of Honour the 
chief Ground of Suffering is a wrong Principle. 
SomePeople diſtinguiſh lo far between Conſcience 
and Honour, as if they had no Refemblance orRe- 
lation to each other. Never conſidering that to do 
the wiſeſt Things,and to pleaſe the beſt Judges and 
to be in Favour with the greateſt Beings, are the 
trueſtSigns and noblelt Inſtances of Honour : Now 
nothing of all this can be done without Religion. 
If this Remark was thought on, and Honour right= 
ly Rated ; if 'twas fixed upon a Baſis of Morality; 
and believed to be a Chriſtian Virtue; if Mens 
Apprehenſions were true in this point, they would 
not tel] us, that "tis not ſo much Religion , which 
hinders them from making their Afﬀairs eaſy. No ! 
They could ſatisfie their Conſcience without difh- 
culty , and accommodate the Matter with God Al- 
mighty well enough. Their only Fear is, that if 
they ſhould ſhift their Sails, and come up to any 
remarkable Variation, their Reputation would ſuf- 
fer by it. For how can we quit aPrinciple fo folemn- 
ly avowed without a Mark of Inconſtancy ? And 
does not Inconſtancy ſnppoſe either our Head, or 
our Heart defe&ive ? That we either wanted Diſc 
cretton to make a proper Choice, or Reſolution ta 

main- 
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maintainit? If we deſert a Friendſhip in time of 
Tryal, and renounce an eſtabliſh'd Belief, - when 
ir grows uneafie ; may it not be juſtly ſaid, Thar 
we have ſurrender'd our Underſtandings to our In- 
tereſts; That we may be frighted our, or into, any 
. thing, and dare neither pretend to Reaſon or Ho- 
neſty:,”-any longer than che Majority will give us 
leave ? And can there be a more infamous State of 
Servitude than to lye thus at the Mercy of the 
Crowd; to ſay that which we don't believe, and do 
that which we don't like; and that not in trivial Ca- 
fes, but in Matters of the higheſt Importance ? 

In ſhort, To quit an Opinion or an Engagement, 
wen the Stream goes againſt it,is ſo unbecoming a 
. Man of Honour, ſo cowardly and ungenerous a 
Practice, that we cannot reconcile our ſelves to it. 

To this I anſwer, That I have no Intention to 
argue ag ainſt the Principle of Honour : Let Men 
think as magnanimoully as they pleaſe; provided 
they will but ſertle their Notion right. *Tis true, 
where thelrregularity lyes chiefly in theMeanneſs of 
the Action ; it may not beimproper to engage our 
Honour to bar a Suſpicion of ungenerous Dealing : 
Bur in otherCaſes, for Men to ſet afide the Obligati- 
on of Duty, and to lay the main Streſs upon pre» 
tended Honour (for when 'tis parted from Conſci- 
ence, "tis no-berter,) is both dangerous and unreaſo- 
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nable. To allecge their Honour as the principal 
Reaſon, why they can't break their Word, or fallifie 
their Truſt,or do any -other ill Thing, has a very 
ſuſpicious Meaning. * Tis in eftect to confeſs, that _ 
we either believe no Religion, or are aſhamed to 
ownit.As if it were a Diſparagemeat to be govern» 
ed by the [ntereſts of another Life ; and "to profels 
our ſelves dependent upon God Almighty. Accord- 
ing totheſe Men, Conſcience ſhould be an ill bred, 
Ungentlemanly Pretence , and therefore we mult 
have a Care, how we ule it, It ſeems we may pra- 
Etiſe Vice as well as Virtue , Provided we could do 
it with as good a Grace. Yes, Opinion, and Mode, 
and Cuſtom, muſt be the Standart of our Behavi- 
our ; and the great Rule of our Conduct. For to: 
be tyed up to the Striftneſſes of Religion is enough: 
to diſoblige a Man's Quality , and to make him: 
cheap and contemptible. That ſome People have 
fuch extravagant Notions of Honour is paſt Dif- 
pute,otherwife they would not make it Paramoung 
to Reaſon and Juſtice; and ſet it above the Laws 
of God and Man ; as in many Cales 'tis plain 
they do. There area ſort of Men, who would 
gladly have the Pleaſure (as they count it) of a Li- 
bertine PraCtice without the Infamy. his makes 
them ſollicitous to confound the Notions of Good 


and Evil,to cover the Deformities of Vice, and take- 
it 
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it into their Protection. Thus Whoredom is lo far 
from ſuffering the Cenſures of Religion ; thar a 
Man is ſcarce thought a Jort the worſe for it ; or 
his Reputation at all carniſh'a by ſuch a Liberty. 
Hence it is counted more Honourable not to pay 
our Debts than to ſink our Figure 3 to commit 
Murther than to put up a diſobliging. Expreſſion. 
Thus Luxury and Licentiouſneſs,and Pride, theRe- 
proaches of Reaſon, and the Blemiſhes of Human 
Nature, are by too many made the Accompliſh- 
ments of a Cavalier. In ſhort, Honour as it is com- 
monly underſtood is nothing more than theCuſtom 
of Men of Figure; which makes it in ſome Caſes no 
better than faſhionable Pride. *T'is govern'd by 
the Maxims and Examples of Courts and Camps; 
where People are not always the ſtricteſt either in 
Life or Reaſoning. Honour in this Notion aims 
more at Appearances than Things ; and had rather 
make a great Show, than do a great Action, Ir's 
principalEnd is Reputation, without diſt.nguiſhing 
upon the Means : Which at the higheſt carrys Men 
no farther than to an Indifferency to Good or Evil; 
either of which they chooſe accordingly as they 
find it faſhionable. ' Tis true, Honour when it wears 
it's proper CharacCter,and is under the Government 
of Virtue, is a Noble Quality. It warms the Mind 
with a generous Heat,and is a vigorous Principle of 

Action. 
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Action.” Tis a Guard roDecency,and a Spur to Glo- 
ry: It hardens Fortitude and ſecures Conſtancy ; it 
ripens [Improvement,and puſhes Men on to the Ex- 
tent of Bravery and Greatneſs. But when 'tis coun- 
terfeited or miſtaken , when 'tis religned up to un- 
diſtinguiſhing Cuſtom ; when 'tis tinEtur'd wich 
Pride, and {corns to be govern'd by Law or Reli- 
gion , then 'tis a dangerous and unreaſonable 
Guide ; and ought to have neither Credit in cur 
Opinion,nor Influence on our Practice. 

3. To Confider, may imply an Enquiry, whether 
our Behaviour is ſuirable to the preſent Occaſion. 

And here before [| deſcend to particulars, I ſhall 
obſerve, that we ought to be ſtridtly regular in our 
whole Converſation, Thus much the generalOb- 
ligation of Religion will require of us. We muſt Pal. 
walk before God with a perfeft Heart ; and take no wick- 72 
ed thing in hand ; but have reſpeft to all bis Commandments. Plal 19 
For whoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in: 
one Point is gulty of all. He affronts the Majeſty of fame +. 
the Legiſlator ; and fins againſt the Authority ups 1. 
on which the whole {ubliits, and therefore is lyable 
ro the Penalty of the Sandton. 

Conlcience is a Uaivertal Principle , reaches to 
all Points of Morality , and obliges to be holy in all 
manner of Conver ſation. 
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And as Chriſtianity binds us to a general Obedi- 
ence , ſoone would think the Decency of ſuch a 
Conduct ſhould engage our Endeavours. A Vir- 
ue equally ſpread, and well puriued, is not only a 
ſecure, but an ornamental Practice, *Tis Unifor- 
mity andProportion,vwhich makes things look great 
and graceful, To ſee a Lite thus all of a piece,ar- 
gues the Lines were ſtruck ou: by a Matterly hand 
and fini{h'd with Art and Application But to dis 
vide between Virtue apd Vice, and fly out into 
Inconliftency and Contradiftion , makes a Man 
appear particoloured and monſtrous. This is Buil- 
ding with one hand,and pulling down with the 0- 
ther, and proceeds from Negle&, Impotence and 
Irrc ſolution, all mean and diſparaging Quilities. 

But it Honour cannot affte&t us | hope Necel- 
fity will, We ſhould remember God will not al- 
low us the Breach of any of his Laws. The 
doing one part of our Duty, is no Diſpenſation 
to tranſgrels another; for God givis no Man a 
Licence to Sm, 

Rebellion is not the only damning Sin, no 
more then the Plague is the only Mortal Diſtem- 
per. If we are true to the King, and falſe to 
God Almighty; it we keep the Oath of Allegiance, 
and break that of Baptiſm; if we decline 
folemn Perjury, and are guilty of Common 
SWea. 
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Swearing; our Caſe muſt be miſerable hereafter. 
Loyal Intemperance, and Loyal Whoredom , 
are monſtrous things in Religion ; wherethe gaudy 
Fpithite will never excuſe the Lewdnels of the 
Practice. If we indulge our ſelves theſe Li- 
berties, how much foever we may ſtand off 
from Rebels in this World ; we ſhall meer them 
in the next. And that we may not think the 


Caſe aggravated, let us hear St. Paul. Know ye not 1 Cor. 6. 


(lays he) that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the King- 7 
dom of God ? Be.not deceived, neither fornicators, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor thetves , nor co-Vetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revier', nor extortioners, ſhall m- 
herit the Kingdom of God. Farther an immoral 
Behavionr, difſerves the [atereſt we intend to 
promote. It makes the ignorant ſuſpe&t the 
Juſtice of the Cauſe, and helps to fortify- the 
taral Miſtake. To live without Regard to the 
Reſtraints of Religion diſhonours a Party z and 
makes it neither loved nor feared. Such an a- 
bandon'd Licentiouſnels is enough one would 
think to blaſt the beſt Deſtgn, to unblels 
the moſt warrantable Uncertaking ; and to keep 
oft the aſſiſtance of Heaven- We ſee therefore 
how much we are obliged to a general Regu- 
larity, both for our own ſakes and that of the 
public; but more eſpecially the occaſion will 
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call. upon us not to fail, in the following Par- 
ticulars. | 

1. We ſhould remember to contra our FE x- 
pences; and retrench from. the uſual Entertain- 
ments of Life. 

To exceed the Proportions of Nature and Dees 
cency, is always a great Faulc, To what 
purpoſe ſhould a Man exhauſt himſelf in Super- 
fluities, and run out into Equipage and Show ? 
Does it improve his Underſtanding, or extend 
his Sences , or prolong, his Life , or give him, 
any real Advantage in Mind or Body ? To la- 
bour ſo much to be taken notice of, looks as: 
if a Man was conſcious of his own Littlenels ;. 
for who would be art all this charge to grow 
conſiderable ; if he thought himſelf ſo wichour it 2 
"Tis true the Vulgar mult have ſome ſenſible Ad- 
vantage to ſtrike their Organ, and therefore 
thoſe who bear a Public Character, are allow'd 
to enlarge their Figure, in Proportion to their 
Authority. Bur private Circumſtances, tho* never 
ſo much raiſed in other: reſpe&s, can have none. 
of this Pretence. And as forthe Luxury of Eat- 
ing and Drinking, tis a meaner Vice, and alto- 
gether as unreaſonable as the other. Theſe Ex- 
ceſſes are degrading Entertainments, and either- 
find. Men Little, ar make them So. They are. 

| __ likes 
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likewiſe deſtructive of their own Deſign ; for by 
over-proportioned Supplys,they opprels the Senſe, 
and ſtrangle the Pleaſure ; and in a ſhort time de- 
ſtroy the Body they pretend to cheriſh, In a Word, 
Vanity and Intemperance would have no Excule, 
tho we lived in Parad le ;: and our Neighbours had 
no manner of need of our Afſiſtance.Bur there are 
ſome Circumſtances of PeculiarAggravation, and 
which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, make Sin exceeding ſins Row. 7-. 
ul, "ED 

We ſhould do well to conſider the Condition of 
thoſe, who ſuffer in the common Cauſe. With what 
Difficulties do they retain their Integrity , and how 
do they {truggle under the Weight of Poverty? Po- 
veity not occaſioned by [dleneſs, or Luxury ; not 
by their own Faulc, bur by that of others. Like Ma- 
riners in a Storm;they were forced to throw their 
Goods overboard,that they might ſave themſelves : 
And put to the trying neceſſity , either of parting 
with their Conſcience or Fortunes; with this World' 
or 2 better. And can we overlook thoſe, who ſuffer - 
thus nobly. for Religiun and Law,for Integrity and' 
Honour ? Can we abandon ſo deſerving a Diſtreſs, 
and leave it to languiſh-wichour Aftiae? or Re- 
card? Ought we not rather to deny our Inclinati-- 
ans,and ſubſtract even fromConvenience,and labour» 
with our own Hands that we have to-give:to him:that needs. 

| | Is., 
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Is this a time to indulge our Vanity and riot in Ex- 
ceſs ? Can't we baulk the Extravagance of Fancy 
upon ſuch preſſing Occalions? Does none remember 
the Affliftions of Joſeph ? Is Sobrierty ſuch an intollera- 
ble Penance,and had we rather ſtarve our Friends 
than our Vices ? What ! Have we drown'd all Sym- 
pathy,and Senſe of the general Misfortune ; and 
drank away both the Power and the Inclination to 
do Good? To diſable our ſelves by any vitious ex- 
pence, when the Neceſſities of our Neighbours call 
ſo loudly for our Afiſtance,diſcovers an ungovern- 
able Senſuality, or a wretched Indifference for the 
Caulc ; it aggravates the Guilt, and eaflamges the 
Account. In a Word, To conſume that upon our Luſts, 
which ought to be managed for the Support of Vir- 
rue, devoted to Charity, and dedicated to Religion, 
is in cflect to rob God Almighty,and (well Profulſe- 
neſs into Sacrilege. 

2. We ſhould omit noOpportunities for Religi- 
ous Duties. 1 don't mean, that we ſhould frequent 
unlawtul Aſſemblies, and run after every Altar 
without Diſtin&tion. For in St. Paul's Queſtion , 
, what Communion has Light with Darkneſs ; what Con- 
cord has Unity with Schiſm 3 and what Agreement has 
Loyalty with Rebellion ? "T5 true , What the fame 
Apoſtle obſerves concerning other Sinners, is, in 
ſome Meaſure, the Cale concerning Revolters. We 

muſt 
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wuſt either keepCompany With them,or go out of the World. 
Bur this Liberty, without doubr, reaches no farther 
than accidental Meetings,and common Converlati- 
0n,and ſecular Buſineſs. For certainly we are-not to 
countenance: their Prevarications, and joyn with 
them in their DefeCtion : Is it an Inſtance of Reli- 
gionto pray for the Proſpericy of Wickednels, ro 
put up Treaſonable and Parricidal Devotions, and 
to implore God to renounce his Nature and his 
Laws? Are we indeed obliged to wat upon Schiſm 
to the Altar,to help to conſecrate the Revolt , and 
to pray againſt our Conſcience and Inclinations ? 
What Opinion the New Guides may have of theſe 
Performances | don't pretend to determine; becauſe 
I can't tell how far Prejudices may operate ; nor 
to what degree Mens Uuderſtandings may be 
diſturbed, But I am well aflured, IF have not 
only repreſented the Truh of the Caſe 3 but the 
Sence of the Royalliſts, whoſe Grounds muſt ob- 
lige them to think thus of the Revolution Prayers. 
And therefore I wonder upon waat Baſis the 
Myſtery of a double Communion ſtands. Fhere 
i5 no countenance for it in Scripture that I can 
learn. *Tis true, the Prophers were ſent to the 
ren Tribes, after their Departure from the Teme 
ple Service, but then we don't read, they ap- 


proved Jeroboams Preiſts, complyed with his State 
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Religion or were preſent at the Worſhip of the 
Calves. ThisPolitic Scheme is ſufficiently condemn'd 
and a Mark ſet upon the Introducer. And as for the 
Seven Thouſand in 1/rael, who are mention'd with 
| T_T we may oblerve, they bad not bowed 
ap, their Knees to Baal ; nor gone into the reigning A+ 
© ,poſtacy. Beſides for ought we know, they might ac- 
knowledg the Authoricy of theHigh-Prieſt,tho the 
Frontiers, -being guarded, they could not preſent 
themſelves at the Temple-Solemnities : And if this 
was their Caſe, They were in all Equity within the 
Jeruſalem- Communion. This we are-ſure,that they 
either abſented trom Jerob»am's Aﬀlemblys, or they 
| were exceedingly to blame ; as appears from many 
If '2 Cron. Places of Scripture. 
| ©7."3' If we paſs from Scripture to Antiquity, we ſhall 
12. 30. find this Opinion as little ſupported as before. 
| 2253 The Chriſtians of thoſe earlier and better Ages,de- 
| IP :1. nyed their Communion to the Arrian Hereticks, the 
| 12: Novatian Schiſmatics,and to the Rebellious Biſhops un- 
Socrat. 1, der the Uſurper Maximus. 
oat | + Let us proceed fromAuthority to Reaſon. Either 
| Hiſt. 1. r. WE frequent thſe Revolted Churches to joyn with 
l c.22 them ornor. [f not ; to what purpole do we go 
| Ea. Ehicher.If we do; we ſhould do well to conſider, 
| Ann. how we can joyn with them'in Sia, an$avoid rhe 
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he does not aſſent to the exceptionable Part of the Pray- 
ers; to this I Anſwer, that the Notion and Defign 
of a Religious Mecting, implies Union -and Conſenc 
in the Aſſembly, as far as the Worſhip extends,  el- 
pecially when the Service is Regulated by a Form ; 
ſo that every one may know before Hand, whar 
they are to expe&t. This Conſent, I ſay, is ſuppoſed 
in the Nature of the Thing ; and enjoyn'd by the 
Rubrick of the Church ; which obliges all the Laity 
to ſay Amen to every Petition, Once more , either 
we may joyn in a ſinful Communion, becaule of the 
Mixture of Good in it ; or we may not. If thefirſt ; 
then what hinders us from Uniting with Socinians, Jews, 
and Mahometans, upon occaſion. For here the true 
God is worſhipped, and many Points of Morality are 
taught, If this Liberty is too large ; then we muſt 
ſtand oft in tne preſent Caſe ; for here both the Meet- 
ing, and the Matter are unlawful. The Meeting 
becauſe Schiſmatical. The Matter for the Reaſons above 
mentioned. For if Depoſing of Kings and Diſpenſing 
with Oaths ; and reſolving Conſcience,into: Public Good, 
that is,Convenience, are not Tenents of a flaming Malig-: 
nity ; the diſtin&tions of Right and Wrong” are unin- 
telligible. © And to cut off all Excuſe, 'the Evil is as 
throughly incorporated, 'and': as Solemnly avow'd, .in 
the latter Caſe, as in the other, and therefore it muſt. 
be equally impoſſible ro make a Separation. -' 

However I am loath to leave my Chunch : You ſay 


well. But can you expect to fiad the Church , where 
By 
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its peculiar Doftrins are difown'd ; where its Autho- 
rity is oppoſed, and betrayed to the Secular Power ? 
Does the Being of a Church -confiſt in Brick and 
Stone ; what would you do if Jupiter was worſhipped 
there ? 1 hope the Chiming of the Bells would not 
dra'y you to the Service of the Idol. If 'tis urged, 
that we may be fo planted as to want the Advantage 
of an Orthodox Paſtor, what 5 to be done in fuch Cir» 
cumſtances ? muſt we Pray alone without the Aſfiſtance 
of Preifſt or Congregation ? To this Queſtion , afcet 
what has been ſaid, I think the Preverb a (ufficieat 
Return 3 Better be alone then in ill Company. It 'cis -farcher 
objected, that by this Principle we may lofe the' Be- 
nefir of the Blefſed Sacrament. To this I anſwer, 

1. That this Objeftion is oftentimes no more then 
Pretence : For if People would take that Pains which 
the Regard to the Inſtitution requires ; it feldom haps» 
pens but they might receive it from proper Hands. 

But 2, I anſwer, that breaking the Unity: of the 
Church, by Schiſmatical Communion 3 and making 
our ſelves partakers of other mens Sins, (1 Tim. 5. 22. ) 
1s a bad Preparation for the Sacrament. To break a 
Moral Law for a Poſitive Ordinance, tho* never fo 
valuable, looks like robbing in order to Sacrifice. 

And therefore when the Cafe is qruly put; 4 
pious Deſire of Recciving will be Equivalent- to- the 
Thing. This being an allowed Rule in Inftances of 
Neceſfity. So that we can't be ſaid to loſe the Bz- 
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nefit of the Bleſſed Sacramenr,tho' we are not ſo happy 
as to partake in the Adminiſtration. 

[ confeſs this Branch of }Aodern Conformity has it's 
Advantages : It keeps a Mars Honeſty oftentimes from 
breaking out to his Prejudice.” "Tis a Paſs-port. to 
Buſineſs, and a PcoteRion to Trade. And therefore 
tis well, if there is not ſomething beſides Religion ar 
the Bottom. However, let the Intention be never ſo 
Sincere, 'tis no Warrant for an unlawful Praftice, Well ! 
Tho' we are barr'd the uſual Plate, yet we are not diſs 
charged from the Worſhip. Let us not live like Inde- 
pendent Beings, as if there was no Duty owing to God 
Almighty, no Benefit in public Communion, nor any ef- 
fect of our Saviour's Promiſe to his Church. Who the 
Apoſtle tells us gave Apoſtles, and Paſtors, and Teachers: ggyef 
For the Per fefling of the Saints, for theWork of the Miniſte- 1, 
ry ; and for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Letus take 
Care we don't overlook their Miſſion, and looſe the Ad- 
vantage of their Office. Always remembring that thoſe 
who refuſe the Means , muft fail of the End. God 
grant none of our Freinds, Miſmanage theſe Church 
Diſtrations, That they don't make their Orthodoxy 
a Colour for their Profaneneſs ; nor pretend an averſion 
to the Churches, that they may go no whither with 
the better Grace. As if ic was a deſirable Condition, 
ro be quit of the Fatigue of Prayers, and deliver'd 
from the Diſcipline of the Pulpit, and enfranchized from 
the Servitude of Religion. To bave | our Time, and 
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our Conſcience, and onr Sins to our (cles, without 
the- leaſt interruption or Reproot. 

Theſe are ſad Privileges both in the quality, and 
conſequence , and ſerve only to lay Men aſleep in a 
fatal Security ; ; tif they awake in thoſe Flames which 
burn for ever- 

Let us therefore be governed by the Apoſiles Advice, 
and not forſake the Aﬀſembling our ſel-ves, as the manner of 
27+. ſome is. I ar ſure, the Occaſion calls for the beſt A P» 
pearance of Religion ; forall the Aids of Union: and 
Solemnity : We ſce in. what,a Tempeſt, the Nation 
is toſſed. What a Torrent overbears all Regards both 
Human, and Divine. Neither Nature, nor Obligarti. 
on, Crown nor Mitre, Law nor Goſpel, can ſtand 
before it. No moral Difficulty can ſtop its Paſſage. 
It breaks through all the Oppoſicions of Blood, Heſahis 
of Station, and Defences of Right. So ths he rt 
| ever we may, make the Prophets complaint, Truth is fallen 
" inthe Streets, and Equity cannot enter. And. when this 
Civil Chaos will Settle, He only knows who brings 

Light out of Darkneſs; and Order from Confuſion. And a 
Conſideration no leſs fad then the reſt is the Infatuation 
which lyes upon Mens Spirits. How they call. Evil Good, 
and Good Evil. How they dote on their Deluſion , and 
are enamour'd of their Diſeaſe, and like thoſe ſtung with 
a Tarantula expire in Pleaſure. | And is it not an un- 
comfortable p: g'pect to ſee Men ſeized with ſuch a fatal 
Eerliargy ; that neither Honour nor [ntereſt, Reaſon, nar 
Senſo, this World nor the Qther can work upon them. 
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Since, They. have ſo little Care of themſelves, do they 
' not ſtand more in.-need of-.a Foreign, Aſſiſtance ?  Ler 
our, Charity equalize-theix Rigours, and, if tis poſlible, 
. exceed them. - .. Let us intercede for them at- the Throne of 
. Grace, and joyn in the Church's Devotion,z That God 
. would, bring, jnto the way of [74th all, ſuch as have erred, and. 
are deceived.,  And;what Succeſs ſoeyer pur Charity may 
have, the Office.is Chriſtian, and Generous. 1s 
Beſides, we ought toapply-tor our own Security z and 
lift up our Prazers for. the Remnant that is left,2 King 19.4: 
Thirdly,;and Laſtly, Our Bebaviour pught to: be xe- 
markable for Relolutionand decent-Aſſuravce. Honeſty 
without Courage is impracticable. This Virtue of For- 
titude is a Guard toall the reſt , without which they lye 
defenceleſs and expoled.. He that commands anothers 
Fears, commands his Aftions ; for what won't. a; Man : 
' do toeſcape an Evil he believes intollerable. Andas. 
we are obliged to-keep our Ground, and retain our Inte- 
grity.;. ſo we ſhould doitin a poſture of Hope.; and: 
with an Air.of SatisfaQtion. Tio languiſhang repinezand : 
grow. diſconſolate, looks, as: if we were. weary .of well do- 
ing; it doubles the Misfortune, and carrys danger-in the - 
Symptom. - God has given;us the Poſt--of Honour, are - 
we. not .to maintain. with; a- ſuitable Behaviour ?: To 
ſuffer-chearfnlly abates the, Anguiſh , and adds Strength 
and Luſtre to the Virtues, Let'us-keep our Thoughts ea- 
ſy, our Imagination bright ; and our. Spirits ſupported 
with the.: Juſtice, of ; the Cauſe, To be ableto abide the : 
ſhock. bas a greaticjeal gb Pleaſure as well as Trouble ia 
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ve | By this means a Man becomes conſcious of his own 
Strength , and finds his Virtue harden'd beyond an or - 
dinary Temper ; which could never have been known 
without Experiment. And muſt nor ſuch' a Diſcove 
be extreamly entertaining to a Generous Mind , and at- 
ford a: very relifhing Satisfad&tion ? Theſe Stroxks of Ad- 
verſity are like flighter Wounds received in a Breach, 
which have more of Honour than Smart-in them.” *'Tis 
true, the Succeſs is chiefly to be attributed to God Al- 
mighty. It 'was his Aſſiſtance which excited us to the 
Combat , and fortifyed us to maintain it. 'Butfince the 
Ule of his Grace depends upon our ſelves; a ſhare of 
the A&tion is likewiſe our own. Are our Fortunes ri- 
fled and our Labours wrefted from us ? Let us with thoſe 
the Apoltle mentions\, take the ſpoiling of our Goods joy- 
fully ; knowing that we bave in Heaven a better and an enduring 
Subſtance,” -Heb. 10. 34. Muſt we quit the Expectations of 
Birth and the juft Pretences of our Station 2 Let us re- 
meraber, that nothing can make us Little but eur ſelves, 
that the beſt Quality conſiſts morein Action than Title, 
4n Reſolution;than in Fortune, To continue firm to Con- 
ſcience, to ſtand by the Oppreſſed, and to be above the 
Accidents of Life, are the moſt valuable Signs of No- 
bility : Whereas he who wants Courage to praQile his 
Sentiment and maintain his Reaſon , has a vulgar Soul;and 
how much ſoever his Outſide may glitter , is no betcer 
than a Pageant of Honour. 

Are we hated for our Virtue, and expoſed for doing 
our Duty ? -Let-us not complain, This Uſage is com- 
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monly the Lot of the beſt Men in the beſt Caufe.Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles met with no kinder Entertainment. As 
we ſuffer for their DoctrinzLet us imitate their Example; 
Let us with them glory in Perſecutions,and deſpiſe Con- 
tempt, and ſhow our Enemies, that we have Greatneſs 
to pity, as well as Charity to forgive them. At the 
worſt we ſhould conſider the Proof of our Integrity riſes 
in Proportion to the Tryal.... The greater .qur Sufterings 
are, the greater is our Conſtancy , the greater our Re- 
ſignation , the greater our Reward. | The Storm in all 
Likelyhood will not laſt always ; it may be farther ſpent 
already than we ars' aware 8t- God, who helps thoſe to 
Right, who ſuffer Wrong,will ariſe and maintairt bis owy Cauſe, 
Pſal.7 423+ . He will,l queſtion nor, vidicns te own 
Eftabliſhment , and appear in his '#6ad. Time: for the 
reſtoring of Order, and the Support of Right, for the 
Honour of Parents, and the Majeſty of Kings. 

'' However, if Life falls ſhort of thoſe happy Days , 

there are Nobler Scenes in the other World, than Reftau- 
rations. And whoever gets once to Heaven will never 
think he dyed too ſoon. There is no Complaints of Diſ- 
appointment , nor longing for SatisfaCtions left behind. 
I ſhall conclude with the Apoſtles Exhortation inferred 
from the ſame Glorious Proſpe&. Wherefore be ye ſtedfaſt, . 
immoveable, always abounding in the Werk of the Lord,inaſmuch 


as ye know your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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